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Report Highlights: 

TH9177 Domestic and export prices fluctuated due to soaring demand from the Philippines.  In 

addition, the Indian government showed interest to buy 2.0 million tons of Thai white rice under a 

Government-to-Government contract. 
 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Market Tone 

  

 
  

Domestic and export prices fluctuated due to soaring demand from the Philippines which will tender 

an additional 600,000 tons of 25% grade white rice for February – May 2010 delivery on December 

15, 2009 , this comes after announcing tenders in the same amount for December 1
st
 and 8

th
.  Also, the 

Indian government showed interest to buy 2.0 million tons of Thai white rice under a Government-to-

Government contract. Details of the contract are expected to be discussed by the end of the month. As 

a result, prices of broken white rice increased significantly by 5.0 percent since domestic supplies are 

becoming tighter as exporters are rushing to secure broken rice supplies of 25% grade white rice.  Both 

exporters and foreign buyers are reportedly hesitant to conclude deals due to the current price 

volatility. 

  

Due to the significant increase in domestic prices, farmers will likely receive less compensation from 

the new price insurance scheme.  However, they will benefit from higher market prices than the 

established benchmark prices.  Meanwhile, the additional government measures (direct purchase of 4.0 

million tons of white rice paddy and on-farm storage fragrant rice paddy) have lost their luster as 

farmers enjoy current high market prices.       

  



 
  

Rice Export Update 

  

Unofficial exports (excluding fragrant rice) for November 16-22, 2009 totaled 113,768 tons, up 1,468 

tons from the previous week, and up 5,201 tons from the four-week moving average of 108,570 

tons.  Exports of white rice during January 1- November 22, 2009 totaled 5,350,429 tons, as compared 

with 7,047,038 tons in the previous year. 

  

According to the Department of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce, total rice exports (including 

fragrant rice) during January 1 – November 13, 2009 amounted to 7.5 million tons, up 18.4 percent 

from the previous year.  The current price fluctuation will likely slowdown the shipments during 

November – December below 0.8 million tons as both foreign buyers and exporters are reluctant to 

conclude deal.  As a result, total rice exports are expected at 8.5 – 8.6 million tons in CY2009. 

  



 
  

   

  

  

End of report. 

  

 

  


